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The start of winter also sees the completion of our NLP/ NR CMA dung beetle project. This has
been a three year project and has resulted in the redistribution of approximately 214,500 beetles
throughout the project area. 9 different species were released including two which were not
previously found at any site on the Northern Tablelands.

While it is early days yet, and many species may take a few years to establish due to their
relatively long gestation periods, we have recovered some of the released beetles at sites in Ben
Lomond, Dangarsleigh and Liston.

Given the duration of this project we take the opportunity to thank all our Site Co-operators who
have monitored beetle populations on their properties and enabled us to make decisions
regarding the most suitable species for their area. Their efforts have also ensured that we can be
fairly confident that the redistributions were species that were not previously in their area.

In addition to all the beetle releases we were also able to fund the printing of the Dung Beetle
Express information brochure, an id brochure which features our 10 most common species, new
posters and a number of field days. We thank Karen Zirkler and Elizabeth Kerry for their help with
the artwork and layout.

So - where to from here? We will continue to seek funding to enable us to undertake a similar
project in the Border Rivers/Gwydir area . Meanwhile we remind you all to protect the beetles you
already have by being careful with your use of parasiticides. If you would like any of the
brochures published they will be available at Landcare offices and the Armidale and Northern
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The Border Rivers/Gwydir CMA has provided funding for a school’'s brochure and some fact
sheets. The fact sheets deal with dung beetles and buffalo control and dung beetles in urban
situations. These are two of the main subjects that landholders, those on smaller acreages and
even apartment dwellers seek information on. We thank Lex Turner of the QLD DPI for his input
into the Buffalo Fly sheet and Dr. Angus Macqueen for his help with the Urban sheet which
covers such fascinating topics as dog dung.

The School’s brochure is aimed at providing information and activities for Primary School children
and we feel it fills a gap as most available information targeted an older audience.

These brochures and the facts sheets are available at
Landcare and RLPB offices. You may also contact the
project officer and have them posted to you.
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Interesting times, interesting people

Dr. Marina Tyndale-Biscoe is perhaps one of the béknown names in the Australian dung beetl¢
world. Marina is the author of “Common Dung Beetlesin Pastures of South-Eastern Australia’
which has been a key resource since its publication 1990.
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According to her biography in “Introduced Dung Beetles in Australia 1967 - 2007” by Dr. Penny
Edwards, Marina was part of the CSIRO Dung Beetle mject from 1974 to 1995. During that time
Marina travelled to Mexico, Spain and Uruguay to stidy dung beetles in the field. Her research
projects included studying the impact of dung beedls on bush fly populations, developing rearing
methods for dung beetle species with maternal carand developing physiological age grading
techniques for dung beetles.

Marina has recognised several gaps in activity whitcould be targeted in the future. These include
beetles which are able to work in drought conditios and the winter gap which seems to concern
most landholders. Her observations echo those of éhmany other beetle experts Penny consulted
when producing the report.

Of particular interest is Marina’s thought that dun g beetles might not be the best control agent pf
bush flies in areas where pastures are flood irrigad. This, she suggests, probably drowns beetle
larvae while flies continue to develop. Her proposksolution would be to look at fly predators such
as astaphylinidbeetle.
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