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grateful to the owners for allowing us
to use their property. For obvious
reasons we can’t disclose their names
or the location of the property.

The beetle collecting team consisted of
our Chairman, Vic Johnston,
dedicated committee members Geoff
Robertson and Alan Marsh and the
Project Officer.

The harvest took four days, 240 traps,
hundreds of disposable gloves and
over 600 litres of fresh cattle dung
(plus several, purely medicinal, bottles
of red wine for the workers). All the
work paid off with enough beetles
being harvested to do releases at
Liston and Tenterfield.

We hope to harvest again next year
and would be pleased to hear from
anyone who thinks they may know a
good harvest location. As the photo on
page 3 shows, Owitis caffer tunneling is
distinctive. It also occurs between
April and June, a time when most
other species are slowing down.

most other beetles in the Onitis genus.
If you think you have seen one contact
the Project Officer for confirmation.

The species has been slow to spread
primarily due to the fact that their
activity period is quite short (3-4
months). During this time the female
may lay 500 eggs which take 10-12
months to develop from eggs to
adults. This gives only one new
generation a year.

When you compare this with the more
common Onthophagus gagella  which
takes 3-5 weeks to develop from egg to
adult it’s no wonder that Onwitis caffer
has not radiated very far from the
original release site.

Information on beetle lifecycles sourced from “Common

Dung Beetles in Pastures of South-eastern Australia
by Marina Tyndale-Biscoe.
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