
Thanks to the Orica Community Foundation an “information gathering” 
exercise is being undertaken by Landcare Australia Limited and the 
Dung Beetles for Landcare Farming committee. 

The Great Dung Beetle Challenge aims to find out where introduced 
dung beetle species have established, increasing our knowledge of 
their current distirbution and possibly locating harvest sites.  Many of 
the beetles released in the original CSIRO project have never been 
recovered and it would be really valuable to know if this is because 
they didn’t establish or simply because no-one has seen them since. 

School children, junior landcare groups, girl guides etc are being asked 
to become “Dung Detectives” and there are some really good prizes to 
be won.  

If you know of an individual or group that would like to be involved visit 
www.juniorlandcare.com.au/dungbeetles and get them involved. It is 
really very easy - all they need to do is collect their beetle samples and 
follow the instructions. 

Prizes on offer include a water monitoring kit, a Sony digital camera, 
Playstation 3 and a whole lot more.  

The website has been created by Sheena Martin (Landcare Australia) 
with the assistance of the Northern Tablelands Dung Beetle Express 
and the Dung Beetles for Landcare Farming Committee. It has some 
really good dung beetle information, work sheets and a beetle 
dictionary. The dictionary has been adapted from the “Dung Beetle 
Dictionary” which should be available in the new year and is a useful 
tool for anyone wanting to try their hand at identifying dung beetles. 

The challenge closes on the 31st March, 2008 so there is still lots of 
time to get down and dirty and get those beetles rolling in.   
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WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
 

While we are ready to start harvesting beetles 
for redistribution we can still make time for 
field days and other presentations. 
 
If your group (landcare or otherwise) would 
like to hold a dung beetle talk or field day 
please contact the Project Officer. 
 
We also try and attend local events that tie in 
with our aims so if  this sounds like your 
organisation please let us know. 
 
We have a number of field days in the 
planning stage but have not yet finalised 
dates. These days will cover hot topics 
including buffalo fly, beetle identification, 
field collection and much more. Stay in touch 
with your local Landcare group for more 
details when they become available. 
 
For information about any of the above please 
contact the Project Officer. 


