In this “Key to the Experts” we are pleased to fea® John Feehan who is legendary in dung bee
circles. John spent many years working for CSIROtemology in Canberra, has appeared on a num
of television programs including Landline and hapaken at the British Museum, Austin and Linco
Universities, Washington EPA and the Phoenix Nat@nBeef Association and Veterinary Consultar
Annual Meeting in the United States of America.

In 1997 John’s contribution to Australian agricultoe was finally properly acknowledged when he w
awarded an Order of Australia Medal by the Govern@eneral, Sir William Dean.

John is a valued member of the Dung Beetles for ldmare Farming Committee.

After leaving agricultural college with a wool clasing certificate | applied for a -
position in the blowfly section at CSIRO. One oftie conditions necessary for the ‘(,‘ 7
position was that applicants had to have the abilt to tolerate the smell ofLucilia -
cuprina. Having made my pocket money as a boy from rablstand dead wool a

well as treating hundreds of sheep for blowfly stke on our Polworth stud at
Braidwood and then working in shearing sheds | wasvell qualified. (There were c<<
only two other applicants).

Two years later Dr. George Bornemissza asked me tois office for tea where he explained th
proposed dung beetle program. | recall thinking “his makes real sense to me”. For the next
years | worked on all aspects of the program in Ausalia, as well as spending three months workin
in Montpellier, France. | was involved with receivihg eggs in quarantine from overseas, rearin
beetles, mass rearing, and dispatching beetle coles all over Australia. When species becan
established | developed harvesting methods whererts of thousands of beetles were relocated.

During those 28 years | used to look forward to goig to work, | enjoyed the challenge, the

satisfaction of establishing colonies and the appcation from beef producers.

When the funding ceased in 1991 | rejoined the shedlowfly program, where | mass reared millions
of genetically modifiedL. cuprina for release on Flinders Island. | was made reduraht in 1993 and
subsequently established my dung beetle distributto company Soilcam - Soil Care an
Management, which involves the identification of dag beetles and harvesting and relocation ¢
starter colonies. Over 3000 colonies consisting &8 different species have been relocated in the p:

14 years. | have also worked closely with Fort Dodgproviding talks to farmers and landcare groups

as well as consulting with government departments.
You might say that | have spent the last 40 yearddigging in and under cow dung”.
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BUCKS FOR BEETLES

Would you like to earn some money while taking part in one of the largest redistribution projects
undertaken on the Northern Tablelands? We have a commitment to release 70 colonies of
beetles in the Northern Rivers Catchment area. To do this we need harvests sites, release sites
and potential harvesters.

Release sites must be located in the Northern Rivers Catchment, Northern Tablelands area and
need to be able to supply some property location details to us for reporting purposes. Harvest
sites may be located in any catchment but if you would like to receive colonies in exchange for
your beetles you will need to be in the Northern Rivers/Tablelands area. If you would like to be a
harvest site but do not fall into the correct location you may still be able to take part. We can offer
to pay you for every 1,000 beetles you collect or allow to be collected from your property.

This could be an attractive option if you, or someone you know, is saving for something special,
paying off the Christmas splurge or would simply like some extra spending money. This option
allows you to go and collect whenever time permits.

There is also potential for us to contract some people to work on sites that we have already
secured permission to harvest on. This would involve being on-call and you must be fairly fit as
the work is physical and constant for up to 10 hours per day.

For further information please phone Pam Wilson, The Project Officer, on 02 67321200.




