
It’s enough to make a Project Officer smile. No more whiling away the 
days doing endless paperwork, justifying the activities of last spring and 
summer! Spring is here and we can get on with better things. 
While I do know that we can’t expect people to throw money at us with no 
results it is still nice to get out and do what we do best. 
This coming season we intend to harvest 40 colonies of dung beetles for 
redistribution throughout the Northern Rivers, Northern Tablelands area. 
This, together with purchases, will bring the total beetles redistributed 
under the NR CMA project to 165 colonies (around 175,000 beetles). 
To enable us to achieve this target we will be continuing with the “Bucks 
for Beetles” scheme so if you would like some spare cash or need to keep 
the children busy during the long summer evenings call the Project Officer. 
We also need to release these beetles at suitable sites. While some areas 
have already been selected we are on the lookout for properties that are 
managed in a dung beetle friendly way. We hope that these  release sites 
will act as nurseries allowing numbers to build up quickly - perhaps even 
becoming future harvest sites.  
If you would like to be involved please contact the Project Officer, Pam 
Wilson, on 0267321200. 
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The MLA Super PIRD project on dung beetles and internal parasites of 
sheep is set to kick off again in late spring/early summer. We hope that we 
have now perfected larval recovery and will be ready to steam ahead when 
both the worms and the beetles are active. 
This project has attracted considerable interest with a number of enquiries 
from overseas sheep producers wondering what the results of the trial are.  
This will all become clear and we hope to have some answers shortly. 
Meanwhile we thank everyone involved for their patience, in particular the 
Site Co-operators, who must have been becoming fairly sick of phone calls 
which invariably started with “If you could just try …..” and ended with 
“this should work”. 
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The above is French for “Welcome to Australia” (at least I hope it is) and it is used here for a reason 
(of course). The Northern Tablelands Dung Beetle Express has representation on the Orica 
Community Foundation sponsored “Dung Beetles for Landcare Farming Committee” and some very 
exciting things are being undertaken by this group. 
Late last year the Committee commissioned Dr. Penny Edwards to produce a report on the current 
status of introduced dung beetle species in Australia. As well as mapping current distributions Dr. 
Edward’s also mapped potential establishment sites for species already introduced to Australia. 
In July the Committee met in Brisbane and, after reviewing Dr. Edwards’ report, a decision was made 
to continue to redistribute some key species throughout Australia and to monitor the success of some 
past releases. It was also decided that we should begin the lengthy process of introducing another 
species to Australia. 
In the course of compiling her report Dr. Edwards interviewed a number of dung beetle experts and 
asked for their suggestions and one that was frequently mentioned was Bubas bubalus. 
This species is found in southern France and central and northern Spain and is active in early spring. 
The early activity period together with its ability to bury dung rapidly should lead to greatly reduced 
breeding habitat for pest species, in particular bush and buffalo fly. 
Offers of assistance in field collection, rearing and navigating the tricky business of  dealing with the 
necessary “red tape” have been made willingly so things are looking very positive. 
Of course this will be an expensive exercise, however, the committee believe that the introduction of 
this species will be of great benefit to landholders and will pave the way for future introductions. 
The funding provided by the Orica Community Foundation kick started the Dung Beetles for 
Landcare Farming group and has enabled us to undertake a number of activities.  These include Dr. 
Edwards’ report, an updated dung beetle identification book (hopefully available next year), 
redistribution of some key species and monitoring of these redistributions. This work is continuing. 
The committee now needs to secure funding to enable further introductions to occur. Perhaps you, the 
readers and supporters of dung beetles generally, have some ideas? If 
so, please email the Chair, Vic Johnston, at karaglen@northnet.com.au. 
 
Dr. Edward’s report can be downloaded from the Landcare Australia 
website www.landcareaustralia.com.au 

� � 
 � � � �

)00�(�		���1��2)��&�)	�(�

�������������	�
����
��������
*���� ���� ����� ���� ������� ����8���� ;������ ��
����� �� ��� ����� ��� �������� ����� ���������� �� ���� ���������
����������� ������������ ��� �� ������� ����������� ���1� ����	� ���� ���������� ���� ��������� ����� �������� ����� ����
���������������	����������	������������������������ )�
����"��������������
@���������������
��������������������������
������� �����������������������������������
�������	� ������ 0��������� ����� ���� ������ �������� ��� ��� ������� �������� ��
����

��������	����������������������������������������� �
�������������������
������������
����� �������� ���� ������ ������ ������� ����� ��� ���� 63� ���� 8��� 8���� 8�����7"� � 8����
;����������+����� ������������8����;������
�
������ ��;��������;�������=�	��
@�� ��
�� ���� ������ 
������������ ����� ��� ���������� �	 � ���� ���� ��� ���� 	����� ���� 8����
;��������
����������������;������A������#9 �������
 
����������������������"����4������

B���	� ���� ���� ��������� ������������� ��� ���� ������%� � ��������� ���� ;����
@������������������������������������6����������7�� �������������������;���
�������+�������

�



Contact us: 
 
Pam Wilson 
Project Officer 
Northern Tablelands Dung Beetle 
Express 
P.O. Box 108 
GLEN INNES  NSW   2370 
 
Ph:  02 67321200 
        0427686185 
Fax: 0267321420 
 
Email: dungbeetles@northnet.com.au 
 
Or call in at the NNE RLPB office - 1 
Greenaway Street,  Glen Innes 
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