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It’s amazing the stuff that crosses my desk. I’m not sure where you’ll find a copy of 
this wonderful DVD which was sent to me recently but I’m sure if you apply some 
dedication to the search you will locate it. Entitled “The Wonderful Story of Poop”  
the documentary has been made for distribution in many overseas countries. The 
DVD covers all aspects of “poop” including it’s creation, various shapes, numerous 
uses and disposal methods. Fascinating stuff really - I suspect it could give 
“Kenny” a run for his money. Footage has come from many countries and cultures 
and features our very own Australian Dung Beetle Guru - John Feehan. 

I’m not sure that you will find this DVD on the shelves at your local video outlet but 
you could always try.    (continued page 2) 
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For those of you who prefer to read rather than watch, Charles Walters has written an amazing 
book entitled “The Greatest Invention Dung Beetles & A Cowman’s Profits.” Funny how many 
people are fascinated by dung beetles and appreciate the great benefits they bestow upon us all. 

This book has a whole chapter devoted to John Feehan and the wonderful contribution he has 
made to the Australian Dung Beetle story. The chapter is called “The Lone Hetman” prompting us 
to look up the meaning of the word - surely they meant henchman? Actually they had it right. 
According to Wikipedia, Hetman was the title of the second highest military commander after the 
monarch in 15th to 18th century Poland. While many other nations adopted the title the Polish 
Hetman is probably the most apt definition when it is related to John. The Hetman was not paid 
for the job by the Royal Treasury and the title was bestowed for life.  Fitting given the amount of 
his life John has devoted to promoting dung beetle benefits in Australia. 

If you would like to read the book the publisher is Acres USA and the ISBN is 978-1-60173-005-3 
(trade). The email address is info@acresusa.com and the website is www.acresusa.com - well 
worth a read if you can source a copy. 

We do indeed live in strange times weather-wise at the moment. After a great, wet start to the season in 
many areas the cold weather descended with a vengeance. It was almost a white Christmas for some and 
mid February it was still feeling decidedly autumny. Strangely many areas remain drought declared and 
even the cool, cloudy weather which has dominated much of the Northern Tablelands has often not 
resulted in significant falls of rain. 

All this has led to some re-shuffling of beetle harvesting/release plans. Sites for these activities were 
identified during the winter period so that we could “spring” into action in, well, spring. Many of our 
potential sites are still  drought affected and, conversely, some have experienced severe  flooding. 

It has been interesting to see the effect on dung beetles - so patchy that we have no explanations and all the 
collective wisdom of beetle experts cannot find the answers. In some areas beetle activity has been 
extremely high despite cold weather and in others it has been practically non-existent. The only thing that 
seems to be consistent is that areas that are still experiencing dry conditions are not seeing beetle activity 
despite the season drawing to a close.  

Perhaps the last few years have just been too hard for beetles and a return to more “normal” conditions will 
see them working well next spring. 

Hopefully we will see the late autumn/early winter active Onitis caffer emerging soon. So far we have 
recovered this beetle at The Summit, Tenterfield and Uralla so if you were a release site please keep your 
eye out for these and contact the Project Officer if you spot them. 

If you can’t remember what they look like check the Dung Dictionary at www.juniorlandcare.com.au or 
send a sample to the Project Officer. 
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The MLA supported worm trial is still underway and has had more technical glitches than the 
average sheep has Barber’s Pole worm!  We have so far managed to find more ways to kill 
worms than anyone ever imagined - unfortunately none of the methods will work in the field.  

We have managed to dehydrate the eggs - no larvae developed because the droppings dried 
out. We then cooked the larvae - temperatures under the clingwrap were pretty high. We have 
also frozen the eggs - no-one told us not to put eggs on ice (larvae can be put on ice apparently). 
Our last trial resulted in all the larvae dying because the night temperatures were too cool. All this 
and we haven’t even involved  the trial Co-operators yet!  What a can of worms. 

Andrew, Jane and myself are available for hire - we can almost guarantee that our 
mere presence in your paddock will kill all the Barber’s Pole in your sheep. Who 
would have thought such a pest could be so fragile?  
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This excerpt was taken from Dr. Penny Edward’s report “Introduced Dung Beetles in Australia 1967-2007 
current status and future directions”. 

Dr. George Bornemissza was the creator and first leader of the Australian Dung Beetle project. George was 
based in South Africa from 1970 to 1979, and during that time conducted extensive surveys through 
Africa, Europe and Asia. Many of the species selected by George have already been successfully 
introduced into Australia. 

Below are some of the thoughts Dr. Bornemissza shared with Penny as she was writing the report. 

“The two over-riding principles were that the beetles do not cause and harm to the biota or the 
environment, and secondly that the interests of the endemic dung beetle fauna are protected. My overall 
strategy was to have beetles bury or shred cow pads within 48 hours after dropping, in order to destroy pest 
flies and parasites that breed in cattle dung. I wished to create an effective dung beetle community, or ‘mini 
fauna’, in every habitat”. 

“The introduction of exotic dung beetles and their subsequent establishment in Australia is now history, 
and a very successful one at that. However, it fell short in filling all the climatic areas with their vast 
variety of habitats due largely to the premature closure of the Dung Beetle Project”. 
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COMING EVENTS 

5th March -NSW DPI, Wollongbar - see 

us at the Soil Care Expo 

13th March - Glen Innes RSL Club - 

see us at the Glenrac Soil Health Day 

19th March - Dung Beetle Field Day - 

Lynch’s Creek - 10:00 to 2:00 pm 

RSVP to 66323722 

28th March - See us at the Climate 

Change Forum - Inverell 
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