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THE PERILS OF A PRODUCER -
SPREADING BEETLES WISELY

While the Northern Tablelands Dung Beetles Express does not encourage the
indiscriminate redistribution of dung beetles due to the potential to spread weeds seeds
and soil borne diseases we recognise that producers who own two or more properties
might chose to move beetles from one property to another. As there is generally stock

movement between the properties any risk of spreading undesirable

# weeds etc is probably unavoidable so moving dung beetles around is,
% in theory, relatively risk free.

& We are happy to assist landholders wishing to undertake their own
harvests and releases and there are many benefits in consulting our
Project Officer before undertaking re-locations. The most important
points to consider are the species of beetle you are moving, how
many would constitute a viable release and whether the species is
likely to establish on the target property. You also need to time the release so that at least
one egg laying event occurs.

Recently a producer brought a beetle into the office of the RLPB quite pleased that they
had re-located an estimated 600 beetles. Unfortunately this species is an introduced pest,
Heteronychus arator, otherwise known as African Black Beetle (pictured above). The larvae
of this beetle feeds on the roots and stems of plants and the damage is seen during late
winter/eartly spring. The adult beetle appears in summer. It is an impressive, glossy black
beetle which can reach a length of 3 cm but it is not something you want to spread
around!

Please bring a sample of the species you wish to redistribute to the Project Officer who
can identify it for you and give advice on climatic and geographic suitability as well as the
best way to harvest and release.

Picture sourced from CSIRO and NSW Agriculture. Information from Gardenet.com.an
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HARVEST SUCCESS FOR THE
SEASON

After a slow start to the season during spring the Dung Beetle Express swung into action
throughout December, January and February. In all 14 local harvests were conducted with
the colonies being released from Ballandean to Uralla, west to Delungra and Bundarra and
east to Shannon Vale and Dangarsleigh.

The species harvested were Onitis alexis, Onitis pecuarius, Onthophagus binodis and
Onthophagus gazella. These species are relatively widespread, however, there are areas
where they were not recovered during monitoring.

Onthophagus binodis, in particular, has established well at other sites following release by
the Dung Beetle Express (and others) and we hope that the new beetles will establish
leading to an increase in species richness at the release sites.

The Dung Beetle Express also purchased 13 colonies from John Feehan to help boost
populations. These species were Euoniticellus fulvus and Euoniticellus africanus.

E. africanus has established well in many areas on the Northern Tablelands and it is
anticipated that the purchased beetles will enjoy the same success. E. fulvus has been
released extensively throughout the Northern Tablelands and has not been recovered
during the 4 year monitoring period. It was decided to purchase several colonies of this
species and release them at sites where management practices would give them the best
chance of survival and ongoing monitoring would enable the project to gain information on
their establishment or otherwise.

We were also involved in the harvest of Copris elphenor in central Queensland as part of
the “Dung Beetles for Landcare Farming” project funded by the Orica Community
Foundation. This harvest was successful with two colonies subsequently redistributed to
Rolleston and Sapphire. This harvest was the culmination of the work which the
Queensland Dung Beetle Project undertook from 2001 to 2002.

Onitis vanderkelleni was also targeted for harvest by the “Dung Beetles for Landcare
Farming” group. This species was another that was recovered by the Queensland Dung
Beetle Project and this harvest, undertaken by the Dung Beetle Express Project Officer and
Jane Boyd, was the first carried out in the Beaudesert area.

One colony of O. vanderkelleni was harvested and subsequently released at Maleny,
Queensland.

Although O. vanderkelleni was the target species, the harvest also yielded several colonies
of Onitis viridulus. These colonies were released in Queensland and New South Wales and
it is hoped that they will enhance existing dung beetle communities in these areas.
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FAREWELL

The Northern Tablelands Dung Beetle Express was saddened by the recent death of Tony Eshman.
Tony was the Administrative Officer of the Glen Innes RLPB from 1995 until he became Manager of
the Northern New England RLPB, a position he held until his passing.

Tony was a passionate supporter of the Dung Beetle Express and, along with other Board members,
was instrumental in ensuring the continuation of the Dung Beetle Express project. He was a good

friend with a great sense of humour and valued honesty, loyalty and fair play above all else.

Tony will be missed by all those who knew him but especially by his family and friends. We take this

opportunity to extend our sympathies.
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SAINT PETER CAN WAIT!!

| wonder how many of you followed the dung beetle “letters” in the Sydney Morning Herald
during November? It all started with a suggestion by the Herald that CSIRO roll out another
billion dung beetles to get rid of bush flies. This prompted a string of correspondence and a
number of sensible (and not so sensible) responses. The outpourings ranged from
suggestions that all Indian Mynah birds be culled to protect dung beetles to the notion that
John Feehan should be canonised for his contribution to dung beetle distribution.

Several readers then pointed out that John’s sainthood could indeed only be achieved
posthumously!

Now all this was very amusing but unfortunately for John it had almost happened. John was
seriously injured while working on a property south of Cairns in late October. Thankfully
John is recovering well and is back out in the paddocks with his
trowel supplying beetles to producers everywhere. Sainthood
can wait a lot longer - there is still work to be done!

We wish John all the best for his continued recovery and hope
that he will enjoy several more decades before his Sainthood is
bestowed.




TN AT T NN N N NN FaE NN e
W OUT AND ABOUT W
W W
& 5thy/6th April - &
‘Lif See us at the Landcare Adventure ‘Ef
g (Uralla) - we have a great Olympic g
o event planned. %W
g For details contact SNELC on g

The Project Officer,
C/- Northern New England Rural Lands Protection Board, o 67729123 %W
P.0. Box 108, %W W
GLEN INNES. NSW 2370 * .
| o f 27th May f
Call in to: NNERLPB Office, of of
Grey Street, 2 Walk and Talk (Tenterfield) o
GLEN INNES. - -
W In conjunction with BLOG W
Phone: 0267321200 Mobile 0427686185 ° X
Email: dungbeetles@northnet.com.au g Phone: Douglas Fox 0746853130 g
W W
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

)
& BOOK REVIEW
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Every so often a book comes along that is truly inspirational and thanks to the Makim

family of Ben Lomond who recommended “The Oglin” I am feeling .... well, inspired!

This book, written by Dick Richardson and Rio de la Vista, is set in modern Africa and
follows the adventures of two “Oglins” as they set off to consult the Great Spirits on how
to protect their beloved land. It is beautifully illustrated by Cathy Feek.

The Oglins are mythical creatures who live by a holistic creed and the book is full of
memorable thoughts. We all know the rather annoying habit young children have of
asking “why” until you really can’t cope anymore. According to Oglin law the true
solution to all problems can only be found by asking “Why?”. They believe that asking
why 5 times will always bring you to the root of the problem. Children and Oglins

obviously have much to teach us.

If you would like to purchase a copy of this book the publishing details are: “The Oglin A

hero’s journey across Africa towards the tomorrows.”. Savanna Press, 2005

ISBN 0-9759440-3-7.




