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species dlver5|ty and abundance wnthm and
between sites. We are beginning to piece
together a picture of the species richness in the
area covered by our project and this will
hopefully allow us to make informed decisions
regarding beetle purchase and harvesting.

From the data collected so far it would appear
that a number of introduced species have
established in the area covered by the Northern
Tablelands Dung Beetle Express. The
comparatively large numbers of natives collected
indicates that these species are quite willing to
take on the “big dungs” and do an excellent job
in many areas.
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commence shortly in Queensland and John
Feehan may soon have some ready for purchase
it is unlikely that there will be sufficient beetles to
meet the demand in the short term.
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FIELD DAYS

Once again the colder weather has led to a
reduction in most outdoor activities. Although
there is no doubt that a cow pad can warm the
hands on a frosty morning it is very hard to see
this as a good reason to brave the cold when a
warm fire does the job just as well. Reduced
beetle activity also makes identification/collection
days less interesting.
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